Wyoming Employment and Payroll: Pandemic Causes Large Job Losses in Second Quarter

As the COVID-19 pandemic and associated restrictions hit Wyoming in second quarter 2020, widespread job loss-
es were seen in the state. From second quarter 2019 to second quarter 2020, Wyoming lost 26,733 jobs (-9.6%)
and total payroll fell by $216.5 million (-6.4%). The largest job losses occurred in leisure & hospitality (-10,255
jobs), mining (including oil & gas; -4,541 jobs), local government (including public schools & colleges; -3,191
jobs), construction (-1,695 jobs), retail trade (-1,406 jobs), and professional & business services (-1,251 jobs).
Smaller job losses were seen in health care & social assistance (-960 jobs), other services (-775 jobs), wholesale
trade (-725 jobs), and manufacturing (-593 jobs). Employment fell in all of Wyoming’s 23 counties.

Teton County lost 4,587 jobs (-21.8%) and its total payroll fell by $13.6 million (-5.7%). The largest job losses
occurred in leisure & hospitality, retail trade, transportation & warehousing, and other services. Job gains were
seen in the construction sector.

Employment in Natrona County fell by 4,079 jobs (-10.4%) and its total payroll decreased by $58.5 million
(-11.8%). Large job losses were seen in leisure & hospitality, mining (including oil & gas), wholesale trade, pro-
fessional & business services, construction, manufacturing, and local government. Employment also fell in retail
trade, information, and health care & social assistance.

Sweetwater County lost 2,994 jobs (-13.2%) and its total payroll fell by $53.1 million (-15.4%). Employment fell
in mining (including oil & gas), construction, leisure & hospitality, local government, professional & business ser-
vices, and transportation & warehousing.

Laramie County lost 2,692 jobs (-5.7%) and its total payroll declined by $8.3 million (-1.5%). Large job losses
were see in leisure & hospitality, retail trade, local government, mining (including oil & gas), health care & social
assistance, information, and construction.

Employment in Campbell County fell by 2,365 jobs (-9.3%) and its total payroll decreased by $34.3 million
(-9.4%). Sizeable job losses occurred in mining (including oil & gas), local government, leisure & hospitality,
construction, wholesale trade, professional & business services, and transportation & warehousing. Employment
rose slightly in retail trade.

Table: Wyoming Covered Employment, Total Wages, & Average Weekly Wages by County, Second Quarter 2019 & 2020

Second Quarter Change Second Quarter Change Second Quarter Change
County 2020 2019 N % 2020 2019 S % 2020 2019 $ %
Total Statewide 252,422 279,155 -26,733 -9.6 $3,163,222,862  $3,379,734,076 -$216,511,214 -6.4 $964 $931 $33 3.5
Albany 14,858 15,757 -900 -5.7 $167,886,120 $163,670,908 $4,215,212 2.6 5869 $799 $70 8.8
Big Horn 4,110 4,201 -92 -2.2 $44,141,951 $42,713,505 $1,428,446 3.3 5826 5782 $44 5.6
Campbell 23,070 25,435 -2,365 g3 $331,562,637 $365,829,586 -$34,266,949 9.4 $1,106 $1,106 -$1 0.1
Carbon 6,720 7,065 -345 -4.9 585,871,908 583,803,645 52,068,263 2.5 5983 5912 571 7.7
Converse 6,112 7,241 -1,129 -15.6 $86,249,297 $101,944,786 -515,695,489 -15.4 $1,085 $1,083 $3 0.2
Crook 2,496 2,549 -53 -2.1 530,112,876 $29,373,550 5739,326 25 5928 5887 542 4.7
Fremont 14,343 15,358 -1,015 -6.6 $158,811,942 $161,864,131 -53,052,189 -1.9 5852 5811 $41 5.1
Goshen 3,990 4,207 -217 -5.2 540,744,388 $40,397,378 $347,010 0.9 5786 5739 547 6.3
Hot Springs 1,759 1,868 -109 5.8 $16,822,409 $16,941,709 -$119,300 0.7 5736 $698 538 5.4
Johnson 2,989 3,323 -334  -100 $30,597,581 $31,506,328 -5908,747 -29 5787 5729 558 8.0
Laramie 44,164 46,856 -2,692 -5.7 $551,091,241 $559,360,631 -58,269,390 -1.5 $960 5918 542 4.5
Lincoln 6,482 6,578 -96 -1.5 $79,116,839 $76,545,358 $2,571,481 3.4 $939 5895 $44 4.9
Natrona 35,139 39,218 -4,079 -104 $438,021,566 $496,559,120 -$58,537,554 -11.8 $959 $974  -515 =15
Niobrara 858 894 -36 -4.1 58,755,040 $8,470,487 $284,553 34 5785 5729 556 7.7
Park 12,481 14,290 -1,809 -12.7 $135,228,615 $140,689,637 -$5,461,022 =39 $833 $757 576 101
Platte 3,417 3,731 -314 -8.4 $39,711,148 546,124,910 -$6,413,762  -13.9 $894 $951  -§57 -6.0
Sheridan 13,039 13,609 -570 -4.2 $147,278,627 $146,506,113 $772,514 0.5 S869 5828 541 4.9
Sublette 3,549 4,015 -466 -11.6 547,999,291 $54,777,782 -56,778,491 -12.4 51,040 $1,049 -59 09
Sweetwater 19,672 22,665 -2,994 -13.2 $291,447,940 $344,523,829 -$53,075,889 -15.4 $1,140 $1,169 530 -25
Teton 16,429 21,015 -4,587 -21.8 $226,879,857 $240,506,369 -513,626,512 -5.7 51,062 $880 S$182 20.7
Uinta 7,570 8,405 -835 -9.9 $81,970,934 586,742,534 -54,771,600 =55 5833 5794 $39 4.9
Washakie 3,387 3,565 -178 -5.0 $37,105,584 $36,412,717 $692,867 19 5843 5786 557 7.3
Weston 2,201 2,382 -180 -7.6 $25,619,857 $25,616,247 53,610 0.0 5895 5827 568 8.2
Nonclassified” 3,589 4,928 -1339 -27.2 $60,195,214 578,852,816 -518,657,602  -23.7 $1,290 $1,231 $59 4.8

"Preliminary. “The employer may be located statewide or in more than one county. Extract Date: January 2021
Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, developed through a cooperative program between Research & Planning and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.



Park County lost 1,809 jobs (-12.7%) and its total payroll decreased by $5.5 million (-3.9%). Leisure & hospitality lost
more than 1,000 jobs and smaller job losses were seen in local government, retail trade, and manufacturing.

Converse County’s employment fell by 1,129 jobs (-15.6%) and its total payroll decreased by $15.7 million (-15.4%).
Large job losses were seen in construction, mining (including oil & gas), and local government.

Visit our website at https://doe.state.wy.us/LMI/20Q2_QCEW/toc.htm for detailed tables for each county.

Preview—Third Quarter (July through September) 2020 Local Jobs and Payroll

Preliminary data show that from third quarter 2019 to third quarter 2020, employment fell by approximately
22,800 jobs (-8.0%) and total payroll fell by $282 million (-8.1%). Large job losses were seen in leisure & hospi-
tality (approximately 6,100 jobs), mining (including oil & gas, approximately 5,950 jobs), construction
(approximately 2,700 jobs) local government (including public schools & colleges, approximately 1,900 jobs),
and wholesale trade (approximately 1,050 jobs).

Industry employment data for third quarter 2020 are available at https://doe.state.wy.us/LMI/QCEW_OTY/
toc.htm.

County level employment and wages data for third quarter 2020 are scheduled to be released on May 7, 2021.

Wyoming Department of Workforce Services, Research & Planning February 5, 2021
Contacts:

David Bullard, Senior Economist david.bullard@wyo.gov 307-473-3810

Carola Cowan, BLS Programs Supervisor carola.cowan@wyo.gov 307-473-3804
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